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WATER DIVINING 
Some record of Divining in the Development of the 
State. 
(Paper compUed and read by REV. C. T, PALE-
THORPE at the meeting of The Historical Society of 
Queensland, Inc., on 24th November 1949). 
In responding to the suggestion of the Honorary 
Secretary of the Historical Society, Mr. Alex Morrison, 
to attempt some account of aid given by the use of the 
so-caUed "divining rod" in the development of Queens-
land the writer's aim has been one of fact-finding only, 
concerning a subject which is controversial! This 
paper aims to record facts, which are necessarily in-
complete, but yet a beginning; facts, which are as far 
as possible, "verifiable, demonstrable, based on obser-
vation and experiment, and reliable evidence (to quote 
Professor Walter Murdoch). As a briUiant professor 
of London University put it: "Respect for facts of 
experience prevents us denying what we may find dif-
ficult to explain, if the evidence for such happenings 
is sufficient!" To that may be added the recent words 
of a broadcaster. Dr. S. W. Pennycuick: "Only the 
arrogant or the very youthful deny all that is not 
understood, or discard it as of no importance." It is 
always easier to scoff than to try to understand, and if 
ridicule and contemptuous unbelief could have killed 
the reality underneath what is miscalled divining, it 
would have perished long ago. 
The extension of Sight, by means of telescope, 
microscope and spectroscope, is taken for granted, as 
a matter of fact; so also is the extension of the faculty 
of Hearing, by means of amplifiers. The claim is 
made, then, that "Dowsing" (an Old English word for 
the practice), is an extension of Touch, through some 
appropriate device, and for this claim a considerable 
body of evidence exists. It ought to be unnecessary 
to assert that no belittlement of knowledge or skill in 
any other realm of human achievement is thought of; 
geologists, for instance, form their opinions as to sub-
terranean water on probabilities, while the dowser acts 
on sensations. Either may misinterpret, and have in 
fact done so! 
Admittedly, there have been many cases of error 
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and failure on the part of those who have used the art, 
for the "diviner" is often the worst foe of that which 
he ignorantly or presumptuously attempts, while there 
is no infallibility anywhere! 
However, though the practice of dowsing is dis-
couraged officially in high places. Governmental and 
Professional, that does not alter the undoubted fact 
that very many settlers on the land, grazing or farm-
ing, whose very livelihood depends on getting an abun-
dant supply of water, prefer to rely on the services of 
a diviner ere choosing a site for well or bore. There 
are, also, to one's own knowledge a number of well 
borers, with long and wide experience of their calling, 
who prefer to have their site selected by this method, 
rather than to bore blindly, as one expressed it! 
Thanks are hereby expressed to all who have 
assisted to make this record of accomplishment pos-
sible, some by sending testimonials, and others by in-
formation. Claims have been made in some cases 
without corroboration, and these have not been re-
corded ! 
Some Historical Facts 
For a start, instances can be given from which 
not only our own State, but also the Commonwealth of 
which we form a part, and even the Empire, gained 
benefit! The late A. A. Cook, in his recently published 
book, "The Natural Science of the Divining Rod," tells 
how, "In the first World War the absence of water on 
the Gallipoli Peninsula was one of the greatest diffi-
culties in connection with the British forces holding 
their positions. The Turks boasted that the Peninsula 
was untenable for a large body of troops for this 
reason. Arrangements were made by the authorities 
to bring water in large barges from Malta. The diffi-
culties of supplying water under these conditions were 
extreme, and any hitch in the organisation led to a 
shortage of supply. A member of the 3rd Light 
Horse Brigade, Australian Expeditionary Force, Sap-
per Kelly, had some reputation as a water diviner, and 
this was brought to the notice of the Officer in Com-
mand. Kelly was asked to discover if there were any 
indications of water in the area. He investigated and 
located positions for over 30 wells, which were sunk, 
and pumps erected, which supplied water estimated to 
be sufficient to supply 100,000 men with one gallon per 
day per man." Thousands of mules also were watered 
daUy thus. Prior to Kelly's work, engineers had tried 
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to find a supply of water, but faUed! Incidentally, it 
is worth recording that, during the recent World War, 
in the Libyan desert, a signal instance of the avoidance 
of much hardship owing to the distance from water 
supplies was published! One of the Royal Air Force 
Bomber Squadrons pitched camp in Tripolitanis, and 
as one of the officers was a "diviner" got him to choose 
a site, and as a sequel a plentiful supply was found at 
20 feet. By permission of the British Ministry of In-
formation, the copyrighted photographs were repro-
duced in the "Illustrated London News" of 20th March 
1943, with accompanying descriptions! 
In the records of this State, the earliest reference 
to "Divining," found so far, is in the "Queensland 
Agricultural Journal" for April 1903, where the Editor 
wrote "that he had seen two springs discovered by this 
means at Oxley in 1862, one a mineral spring in Mr. 
Donaldson's paddock; the other in our own orangery, 
only 100 yards from the former, but yielding perfectly 
sweet water. Prior to these discoveries, people had to 
travel over one and a half miles for water for domestic 
purposes." 
With some hesitation, one refers to the record of 
a relative, the late Alderman J. G. Palethorpe, of Too-
woomba (father of the writer). The Queensland 
Agricultural Journal, already referred to, briefly re-
counts the story of help thus given to the city named. 
The Mayor of Toowoomba, of the period. Alderman 
Rowbotham, in a letter dated 30th January 1903, on 
behalf of the City CouncU, acknowledged apprecia-
tively the gratuitous assistance given by his use of 
livining. The Mayor stated that in 1901 the three 
ii^ ells which were the source of the city's water supply 
dried up. The Government Hydraulic Engineer, after 
investigation, recommended the establishment of a 
catchment area some seven miles to the South, at an 
estimated cost of from £100,000 upwards. As an alter-
native scheme, not nearly so costly, and immediate, as 
urgently required, Mr. Palethorpe was asked if he 
would locate sites. As a result, within sixteen yards 
of a ninety feet well which had gone dry a supply of 
good water was struck at sixty feet. This new source, 
the Mayor stated, kept Toowomba supplied during the 
big drought of 1901-2, the yield being 336,000 gallons 
per day. As the Council desired stUl larger quantities 
of water, the diviner was asked to locate another site, 
which, despite scepticism, he fixed on what was known 
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as the East Swamp. In September 1903 a tremendous 
yield of 432,000 gallons per day of pure, clear water 
was obtained at ninety-six feet, and this was a main 
source of the City's water supply until October 1941, 
when from the Cooby Creek catchment area the flow 
was received. From the City Engineer of Toowoomba, 
in response to inquiry, comes the official information 
dated 3rd November 1949, that this "Eastern VaUey" 
well, as it is called, is still in use! He states that the 
water, as with other local supplies, is hard but other-
wise quite a good water, with still a yield of about 
400,000 gallons per day. It is found that this, and 
other wells locally, are cheaper to use than pumping 
from the dam seventeen miles distant. 
Several other sites were asked for and located, 
and acknowledged by the authorities as being of great 
benefit to the community! Other testimonials to him 
were given by the managers of such well-known Pas-
toral Companies as "The British and Australian Trust 
Company" of Macalister (Mr. W. Horwood) ; the 
"Scottish Australian Investment Co. Ltd." of 'Talgai 
West (Mr. Aubin Dowling), and the "Jondaryan 
Estates Co. of Australia Ltd." (Mr. Charles WUliams), 
and at least twenty-four prominent citizens of Too-
woomba and district, of forty to fifty years ago. Refer-
ence is also made to the names of over eighty others 
for whom sites were successfully chosen; these in-
cluded the Divisional Boards of Rosalie, Gowrie, Jon-
daryan and Wambo (Dalby). 
Appropriately, just here, mention may be made 
that Sir W. F. Barrett, in his book on "Water Divin-
ing," quotes from the English newspaper, the "Bath 
Herald" of 14th March 1922, recording that after 
eminent geologists and engineers had put forward two 
alternate schemes for the water supply of the city of 
Bath, either of which would require three years to 
complete, at an estimate cost of £100,000, the City 
Council decided to engage a well known local diviner, 
named MuUins, whose efforts resulted in an abundant 
supply being made available in five months, at a cost 
of some £5,500. The Town Clerk of Bath, after about 
fourteen months' experience of the new scheme, in his 
annual report, declared that "they had every reason to 
be satisfied" with the water supply; the estimated 
yield being 400,000 gaUons per day. This report was 
dated November 1923, while at the same time the 
426 
Waterworks Engineer to the Council reported that the 
present yield was over 900,000 gallons per day. 
In a comparatively brief survey as this is, an 
arbitrary choice of personalities and places is inevit-
able, as well as being limited by personal knowledge. 
One may well begin with the Government Lands 
Reports as presented to Parliament in 1915 and 1916, 
when water finders, human and mechanical, were 
officially brought into service for the "Public Estates 
Improvement Fund." The "Mansfield Automatic Water 
Finder," in charge of officials, together with Mr. J. H. 
Bestmann, as "diviner," were together employed. The 
trouble with the mechanical device lay in the fact that 
perfect weather, and surrounding conditions clear of 
interference, were essential for success, but a striking 
fact is that the readings of the machine are said to 
have agreed with the findings of the diviner. That is 
in accord with the conclusions of Maby and Franklin, 
as shown in "The Physics of the Divining Rod"! These 
scientists, at a cost of several thousands of pounds, 
and exhaustive tests, in their book published in 1939, 
in Britain, in "an effort of strictest impartiality and 
caution" so stated, hold that dowsing reactions are 
caused by definite physical stimuli. 
According to the 1915 report, of seventy-three 
sites tested, in South Burnett and Western areas, fifty-
three had got water, thirteen were incomplete, and 
seven were abandoned (two through tools being lost in 
the bore, and one well, because of boulders met with). 
Details show that the Railway Department had got 
satisfactory supplies at Yuleba and Miles! Of interest 
was the case of J. Draheim, of Murgon, who had sunk 
three bores and one well, these varying in depth from 
125 to 275 feet, without finding water. On the site 
selected for him by the water finders he got 350 gallons 
per hour of good water at seventy-five feet. Another 
case was that of a waterless bore of 250 feet, where 
eight feet away a site was chosen for him, and at 207 
feet abundant supplies of good water was found. On 
St. Ruth Station the manager, Mr. WUson, was advised 
that he would meet with salt water ere finding fresh. 
As predicted, on sinking, salt water was reached, but 
this was sealed off, and the bore continued to 410 feet, 
when satisfactory results were obtained. In the Warra 
district all bores were salt, but these officials later 
chose a site which, when worked, gave fresh water in 
good supply! 
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The 1916 report to Parliament shows a very wide 
area of operations. Many sites were selected without 
any attempt to sink, due to various causes, but of 115 
tested, water was found in ninety-seven, work was 
proceeding in nine, with nine abandoned. Cinnabar 
Cheese Factory, at Murgon, Bungil Shire Council 
(Roma), and Tara Shire Council (Tara) were 
examples of success here. Details of some cases given 
showed that J. T. Radel, of Coulston Lakes, boring on 
his own chosen site, was told he would get no water 
there, but he continued to 530 feet depth without re-
sult. On a site selected for him a short distance away 
at sixty-five feet he found a satisfactory supply. A. W. 
Smith, of Mundubbera, whose well at seventy-two feet 
deep was waterless, found, on a site selected for him, 
twenty feet from the well, abundance of good water 
at fifty-eight feet. In one case at Mundubbera, where 
geological opinion was adverse, the officials found a 
fine supply at 400 feet. At Townsville the Race Club 
was advised that only salt water would be obtained 
from a bore then being sunk, and at 140 feet this 
proved the case. One and a half chains away another 
site was chosen by the water finders, and at forty-two 
feet a yield of 10,000 gaUons per day of satisfactory 
water was found. This country is perfectly flat, show-
ing no changes whatever; surface conditions are not 
necessarily a guide to the diviner! 
I have no knowledge as to the reason for the 
cessation of such reports. 
The late W. H, Corfield in his "Reminiscences of 
Queensland from 1862" gives some details of his 
efforts as a diviner, both of success and failure. Living 
for many years in the dry western country, he dis-
covered that he could use the rod to find water. Study-
ing the subject, he located water satisfactorily for a 
number of Winton residents, about 1906. In 1907 Mr. 
R. C. Ramsay, of Oondooroo Station, asked him if good 
water was obtainable in a dry belt of country, and he 
succeeded in finding such. On one site at Vindex 
Station, 20,000 gaUons per day was found, and water 
was found in all his other sites there. Messrs. Philp, 
Forsyth, and Munro engaged him to mark sites for 
bores on Thylungra Station in S.W. Queensland. Asked 
by the Dalrymple Shire Council to inspect a well fifteen 
miles from Charters Towers, he fixed a site about six 
yards from the well, the yield of which had been poor. 
At forty feet an inexhaustible supply was found, and 
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in enclosing his fee the authorities commended his 
good work. At the Carrington United Mine, where a 
well had gone dry, he was able to fix a site where at 
thirty feet plentiful supplies were got, so 100 men who 
had been thrown out of work, through failure of the 
water supply, were re-employed. At Avon Downs 
Station he found that a well, with small yield, was on 
the edge of a stream, so suggested a drive, and Mr. 
Sutherland, Inspector for the "Australian Estates," 
informed him later that the result was very satisfac-
tory! At Gindie State Farm, with the Engineer for 
"Public Estates Improvement," he went to mark sites 
for the Agricultural Department. He felt no sign of 
water over a well eighty feet deep, but chose a spot 
some hundreds of yards away. Despite adverse 
criticism work was proceeded with, the Secretary of 
Agriculture informing him later that at 165 feet the 
yield was found to be 10,000 gallons per day. From 
1907 to 1911, Mr. Corfield traveUed about 20,000 mUes 
over the State, generally with success, though he notes 
failures on several occasions. 
Mr. F. M. Bell's Experience 
Mr. F. M. Bell, of Kooroomba, Boonah, has had 
long and extensive experience, which is of interest 
here. Since the year 1903, in his search for water sup-
plies on Camboon, and later on Planet Downs Stations, 
the services of diviners have been used. There were 
so many failures from what Mr. Bell calls "green-
stick diviners" that he eventually called for the ser-
vice of Mr. Free, a Clifton resident, with a reputation 
for divining successfully. He located water where 
others had failed. Mr. Free picked sites by the ten-
sion of his hands; this, Mr. BeU asserts, is the most 
successful method! His opinion is that very few 
people have the gift, whereas the number of "green-
stick diviners" is legion. The green stick works for 
soaks and top streams, whereas the other method 
locates the large bodies or streams of water at greater 
depths. Top streams cut out in dry seasons, whereas 
the bottom streams are permanent and do not follow 
the water courses. 
A worker of long standing on Camboon, Mr. Sid 
Cowan, discovered that he could divine in the same 
manner as Mr. Free, and during the years at Camboon 
he picked many successful sites. With more experi-
ence he was able to estimate fairly accurately the 
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depth at which water would be found, the number of 
streams superimposed upon each other, and the flow 
of water per hour which would be pumped. He, like 
every other diviner, was not infallible, at one site 
at which it was estimated water would be struck at 
180 feet, it proved to be slippery black clay! Cowan, 
meantime, having found out how to estimate the flow, 
returned later to the site, and got the same working, 
but found no flow. After further tests, it was found 
that slippery black clay does give the indication of 
water. 
There was another instance of a well which had 
been used for some years going dry; this had been 
sunk to a depth of about fifty feet! Cowan located, 
at about twenty yards distance, another stream eighty 
feet down! When a bore was sunk, water was found 
at the eighty feet, which rose and seeped into the well, 
and there has never been any necessity to move the 
windmiU and the pipes to the bore. With many years 
of experience, and a very large expenditure, running 
into thousands of pounds, expended on locating water, 
Mr. Bell, while recognising liability to error, still has 
faith in the practical use of divining The sapient fact 
is that Camboon (an area of 525 square miles), which 
is a dry run, is now well and safely watered by numer-
ous bores and wells, thanks to water divining! 
Another testimony is from Miss E. M, Nott, of 
Greycliffe, Rannes. Her letter states that on her pro-
perty at Rannes, dams were constructed for watering 
the cattle, surface water being absent. During a 
drought these dams were very low, when a casual visi-
tor told her that a fine supply could be got at shallow 
depth. As the need was urgent she "chanced it" as 
she says, and as a result of this diviner's work, found 
water at twenty-seven feet, and during the record dry 
year of 1946, when many deep wells on other stations 
went dry, this one never failed. 
The late Mr. George Free, of Clifton, was well 
known for his accurate work in this difficult art. Mr. 
F. M. Bell paid a tribute to his good work, whUe two 
well borers, who worked with him, or for him, for 
about forty years, pay independent tribute to his suc-
cess. One of them, from Wandoan, tells that out of 
sixty-five bores chosen by Mr. Free, with depths rang-
ing between ninety feet to 1,000 feet, the only failure 
to obtain water was caused by meeting with a rubbery 
formation known locaUy as "gumbo," which an 
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ordinary drill cannot penetrate! The other well-borer 
also with very lengthy service states that he had dur-
ing the years bored on seventy-two sites thus chosen, 
over a wide area in Western Queensland, all of them 
successful. Two outstanding cases were:—(1) at 
Langlo Downs, where a bore of 1,100 feet was a 
faUure; the diviner chose a site 400 yards away in 
which, when boring was down to 738 feet, satisfactory 
water was obtained. (2) At Mr. Bowman's, Amba-
thalla, a bore of some 900 feet showed little water, so 
Mr. Free fixed a site 600 yards away, and at 750 feet 
plentiful water was found. 
Brief reference must be paid to others who have 
done useful work in this sphere! One such is the late 
Mr. Arthur Morry, a British architect and surveyor, 
one time Mayor of South Brisbane, and its Parliamen-
tary representative, sometime contractor, and, with a 
partner, builder of the Queen Street Customs House, 
and later for many years surveyor attached to the 
Lands Department. Learning from another that there 
was more in it than "Grandmother's fables," as he 
believed till then, he studied the art for twenty years, 
being sent by the authorities on occasions for water 
finding purposes. Becoming imbued with the idea that 
he might be able to start a cement manufacturing 
industry, he studied assaying for some years, and 
searched the Moreton district for suitable limestone! 
At last, by divining, he concluded that a locality at 
Gore would prove suitable. A visit to the locality con-
firmed his idea, and from this source the Darra Cement 
Works drew its supply for years. Thus, if my infor-
mation is correct, as I have reason to believe, an im-
portant industry owes to divining, its start! Un-
fortunately the details of Mr. Morry's work were 
e'stroyed by fire shortly after his death in 1938, but 
there were undoubtedly many cases of successful 
water locating. At 17 MUe Rocks, as an instance, on 
Mr. Maurier's farm, close to the river, on his site, 
ample fresh water was found, although critics fore-
told that only salt water would be got! So at Mr. F. 
Powell's, Aspley, where it was declared unlikely, on his 
site satisfactory results were got. Mr. Morry made 
costly and continued efforts in other directions than 
water finding, and though circumstances unforeseen 
made for disappointment, he is worthy of remem-
brance for brave endeavour and for useful work. 
The late Mr. Alex Duncan, of Rockhampton, was 
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well known in that locality; one of his last efforts was 
in finding water for the American troops when at 
Byfield, which I believe he did successfully. For many 
years he helped sufferers from various complaints by 
pointing out hurtful underground influences and re-
commending ways of insulation. Efforts to learn more 
of his useful work have failed. 
The late Mr. A. A. Cook, of "Greenmount," 
Walkerston, near Mackay, has done remarkable work 
here. As a grazier, founding the first Aberdeen Angus 
stud in North Queensland, and senior partner, for 
many years, of a firm possessing wide pastoral inter-
ests, embracing at least six large properties, as well 
as being interested in other grazing concerns also, in 
addition to being the Chairman of Directors of Pley-
stowe Sugar Mill, he was necessarily much concerned 
with the problem of water. Faced with the impera-
tive need for watering stock, with keen intellect and 
capacity for intensive study, he set himself to investi-
gate the art of divining. Practical results convinced 
him of reality underlying the subject, and he did use-
ful work in showing that for correct work it was essen-
tial that each operator should be aware of his own 
personal disadvantages. This, he claimed, and rightly, 
as one holds, is a frequent cause of error. Basing his 
work on the theory of Radial Detection he was able to 
check the results of other men, where samples were 
sent him from afar. To the writer's own knowledge, 
when earth samples were sent him which were free 
from metal or human radiations his reaction proved 
accurate, in the sender's opinion! If non-operators 
had been concerned in the preparation of the sample, 
the result was vitiated, so delicate was the issue! 
Naturally his skill was largely used in the search for 
water on the properties under his control, and his 
knowledge was freely published in the local press for 
the benefit of a number of residents suffering in one 
way or another from hurtful underground influences. 
In 1941 his first book was published, entitled "Radial 
Detection," and it was well received as being informa-
tive and practical. Continuing his studies and experi-
menting, until his passing, in March 1948, he had 
completed a second work, and this was published late 
last year. Its title is "The Natural Science of the 
Divining Rod," and the book is of great help in the 
understanding of a difficult but useful art. 
With no desire but to show how widespread and 
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real is water finding by the diviner's art, one mentions 
some names of those who have sent communication of 
a verifiable kind, to the writer. 
Mr. J, W. Masson, Beaudesert. Having been 
privileged to see the private "Log-book" of Mr. Mas-
son, well known as diviner and well borer of the dis-
trict, details of fifty-three bores or wells done by him 
or other diviners throughout the Logan River District 
have been carefully checked by me. Of the fifty-three 
done since 1930 to the present, thirty-three have 
yielded satisfactory results; three were fair, three are 
doubtful, while seven are mentioned as abandoned. 
Some bores were unusable because of alum or other 
constituents. One for "Brisbane Timbers," Canebabel, 
was discontinued as dry at 281 feet, boulders being 
frequent! In 1930 in the Beaudesert Showground a 
site was chosen by him for the Defence Department, 
which yielded 1,000 gallons per hour at 132 feet. There 
are also records of twenty-five other successes. 
The late Mr. William Hooper, widely known in 
Boonah and Beaudesert areas, had a good deal of suc-
cess in finding water during the many years of his 
work there. Unable to obtain detaUs of his work 
otherwise, I learn from his former partner, Mr. K. 
D. Moffatt, with forty years' experience in well-boring, 
as follows. The latter gentleman states, in agreement 
with a number of other well borers, that if he were 
boring for water on his own land, he would prefer a 
diviner to choose the site for him. 
A lady diviner, Mrs. Comley, of Sunnybank, has 
done useful work in the district. The late Lieutenant 
Governor, Hon. F. A. Cooper, in a letter dated June 
1946 has expressed to Mrs. Comley the thanks of the 
Brisbane City Mission for divining a site which later 
yielded good results. One thousand gallons an hour on 
one site fixed by her, is certified to, with another satis-
factory testimonial, is available. 
Mr. A. E. Brown, of Wellington Point, now re-
tired, who used his skiU with the divining rod profit-
ably in farming, has also sent two testimonials of good 
water found. Most of the testimonials sent in have 
come from the Wide Bay and Burnett Districts. 
Among such are, briefly:— 
Mr, H. Norman of the Isis. From Mr. J. C. A. 
Pizzey, Secretary of the Isis Cane Growers' Executive, 
in association with the Queensland Cane Growers' 
CouncU, comes the information that Mr. Norman has 
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been outstandingly successful in water finding on 
many farms. The names of eight residents are given 
as those who would verify his words, while three 
settlers of Cordalba have expressed their complete 
satisfaction with the result of water divining by Mr. 
Norman. 
Mr. J. Gilliland, of West Bundaberg, with the 
names of about fifty settlers, mentions 4BU Wireless 
Station as a case where good result was found on 
a site of his choice. 
Mr. Frank McCawley, of Mundubbera, who as 
asked, sends two statements from residents. Mr. Mc-
Cawley, after having paid for nearly 1,500 feet of dry 
bores on his property some few years ago, decided to 
study divining, and with much experimenting won suc-
cess for himself and later for others. Summarised, 
the first case, that of Mr. J. P. Baskerville, "Derra," 
Mundubbera, shows that asked to check up on a bore 
then being sunk, he condemned it as useless. How-
ever, it was continued to 140 feet and abandoned. 
This diviner chose a site, adversely criticised by many 
others, as also the well-borer, at 160 feet did. Insist-
ently, Mr. McCawley urged continuance, and at 170 
feet or so, 1,000 gallons of good soft water was struck. 
Five other bores had been sunk here, one to 630 feet, 
without satisfaction, as the owner certifies. The other 
instance, that of Mr. A. P. Lynch, Block 9, Mundub-
bera, states that three bores and two wells within 300 
yards of the spot selected by Mr. McCawley had been 
"duds," while here, at 68|^ feet, about 450 gallons per 
lour of good water was got. 
Mr. C. E. C. Colwell, of Walker Street, Marybor-
ough, receives the independent and enthusiastic testi-
mony of a railway man, who with 500 acres at Alder-
shot, was in urgent need of water for his stock during 
a dry season! To help him, as a favour a site thus 
chosen, at forty-three feet gave abundant and good 
water, so making this unbeliever change his mind as 
to "divining"! 
Mr. F. Creamer, Taylor Street, Pialba, as asked, 
has two witnesses, who tell of good results, thus: one 
at the top of a hill, with abundant water, and the 
other in a salt water locality, where a neighbour had 
three salt water bores. This diviner picked a site 
where fresh water was got at seven feet! 
Mr. P. E. Petersen, Sandy Creek, via Gympie, also 
has forwarded two credentials telling of satisfaction 
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given by divining for water at places as far apart as 
Wolvi and Eel Creek. 
Mr. A. E. Sauer, Eel Creek, Gympie, sends two 
testimonials, one from Kanyon, where for thirty-six 
years there was scarcity of water, till Mr. Sauer 
divined a site which gave abundant and good water for 
seventy head of cattle. At Miva, also, for a store-
keeper, water was found, though as with all other 
diviners, some sites were not satisfactory. 
Mr. C. Reinhardt, Howard, over a wide area gives 
names of residents in various places where success has 
been attained; forty being in Bundaberg. There, the 
Standard Butchering Co., after £100 was spent on use-
less boring, got him to select a site, two chains away, 
where 20,000 gallons an hour was got. Noteworthy 
cases are (1) at Scarborough (Pialba), where only 
salt water had been found he said that at a deeper 
level fresh would be got. As an electrical water find-
ing machine's reading agreed, a bore was sunk in a 
corner of an hotel property. From an inquiry by a 
friend from the Shire Office there, one learns that 
artesian water was found at 1,800 feet, at 20,000 gal-
lons per hour. Of good quality, it has been of great 
value to the residents! Again, at Sharon, near Bun-
daberg, a canegrower after eight "dud" bores, some 
eighty feet deep, had been made, he was engaged to 
sink on a spot chosen by himself. At seventy-two 
feet a disappointing yield of only 2,000 gallons per 
hour was met, so in the same well of forty feet depth, 
three feet from the first bore, another one yielded up 
to 25,000 gallons per hour, and with seven years' 
experience the supply has not diminished. This 
instance shows how very easy it is to err in a site! 
Mr. "Tex" Gardner, of Maryborough, is a well 
borer who does his own divining, on terms of "No 
Water, No Pay"! He encloses a Contract Form, which 
reveals a severe test of faith in his own divining! 
Credentials show good results with various owners of 
land! One at Nikenbah at 100 feet got 7,000 gaUons 
per hour, and another at BidweU, near the city named, 
at forty-nine feet struck 13,400 gallons per hour, and 
so on! Two young men signed a statement before a 
Justice of the Peace that their speed boat was taken 
from its moorings, and though search was made dili-
gently for several weeks, no trace of it was found, till 
this diviner from a small boat located it in eighteen 
feet of water! 
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Of another type, of the art is that of Mr. H. 
Fisher, Accountant, of Mackay, a friend as well as in-
dependent critic, of the late Mr. Cook. He modestly 
owns some success in water finding, as well as failures. 
His chief interest in this practice lies in helping those 
who suffer from hurtful radiations from underground, 
by suggesting either removal from the spot where the 
bed is, or by some form of insulation! He kindly has 
sent five testimonials telling of relief thus given. A 
condition of sending these, which appliies also to others 
concerning health, is that names are not for printing! 
Mr. Fisher has also done accurate work by divining 
on plans or sketches, showing the presence of sub-
terranean streams. For sceptics, it may be mentioned 
that in 1934, Harry Price, rigorous investigator of 
things Psychic, together with>.Dr. E. M. Joad, British 
scientist, tested Captain Trinder on map divining. An 
Ordnance map of an area in Sussex was produced; no 
one in the room knowing the whereabouts of the water 
or even the place. In half an hour, the marked map 
was taken from Trinder, and sent to the estate 
manager. From the report sent back to Harry Price, 
it was declared to be a brilliant success. Writing to 
the London 'Times" on 6th September 1938, Price 
stated that the diviner was entirely successful on this 
occasion. 
Mr. James Laurie—As Diviner 
Of different nature is the next evidence, best told 
in the signed statement of Mr. Norman R. Wright, 
well known boat builder of Bulimba. 
This is to state from personal knowledge the fol-
lowing facts:— 
On my occupation of the property at Quay Street, 
Bulimba, for the purpose of boat building, a large 
quantity of tin slag was found on the surface of the 
ground. From a sample shown him, Mr. Laurie, by 
divining, expressed the opinion that it contained a 
percentage of tin. Inquiries made revealed that over 
eighty years ago tin smelting was carried on there; 
the slag evidently being of little value because of the 
difficulty of extracting the ore. 
It appeared that various owners, during the inter-
vening period, had taken some of the material for use 
in building retaining walls. Some thirty-five years 
ago one man, a Mr. Miller, had sent samples to 
England, but returns proved unsatisfactory. Later 
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methods of treating the ore made the venture more 
profitable, and about eighty tons were exported to the 
British Metal Corporation overseas, yielding seven per 
cent, of tin. 
Through Mr. Laurie's use of the diviner's art, 
from a boat in the river, it was discovered that some 
thirty tons of slag had been dumped from the wharf, 
and was buried deep in mud. When recovered from 
the river, this mass yielded an average of twelve per 
cent, of tin. 
By the same method of divining, it was found 
that where the smelters had been located, a leak had 
apparently occurred in the boiler, so that pure tin 
percolated through the earth until it struck a fresh 
water stream some five feet deep. When dug up in 
blocks there was found about eighteen inches thick-
ness of earth and tin mixed, and when beaten out 
there was left a residue of seventy-six per cent, tin. 
Washing of the earth gave another two per cent, tin! 
Gold Mining. To my personal knowledge, Mr. 
James Laurie, also by divining, located a reef of pay-
able gold in the vicinity of Mt. Cootha. This is being 
worked, and tempting offers have been made for the 
purchase of the mine, assay results yielding 9 dwts. 15 
grains to the ton! 
Signed NORMAN R. WRIGHT, 28/7/49. 
There are other names that one would like to men-
tion, in this connection, but it is hoped that enough 
has been said, in the fulfilment of the writer's aim, to 
show that there is reality behind the intelligent use of 
the "divining rod," and also to make good the claim 
that the practice has given invaluable aid in develop-
ing the State of Queensland! 
If what Professor Crowther, D.Sc, of Reading 
University, England, said is a fact, that "Radiation is 
the fundamental stuff of which the universe is made," 
as also that statement of Professor Mascia, of Italy: 
"AU living beings emit radiations, and most of them 
are capable of acting as detectors of waves," then it is 
claimed that the "diviner" has a legitimate claim for 
recognition; his art thus as an auxiliary to, not as a 
substitute for, various sciences! 
In the "Royal Engineers Journal" of March 1927, 
General Sir H. B. Bruce WiUiams wrote: "The con-
clusion to which the military reader must come . . . . 
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is that an experienced dowser should be available at 
head-quarters of any force in the field to assist the 
engineer officers responsible for water supply . . . . 
The want of such an expert was severely felt in the 
South African War. Many lives would have been 
saved, and much fruitless labour avoided, if an experi-
enced dowser had been available, for instance . . . at 
Modder River." 
"Nature," regarded as the leading general scien-
tific journal, spoke slightingly of W. T. Barrett's 
earlier reports on the subject, but in the issue dated 
26th February 1927, the scientist. Dr. H. R. MiU, re-
viewing Barrett's book "The Divining Rod," declared 
without qualification that the evidence for dowsing 
justified its acceptance. 
